3 May 2017

"Restoring Internet Freedom" -- filed under: "War is Peace, Freedom is Slavery, Ignorance is Strength"

I am under no illusion that the rapacious jackals that are now destroying what was once the Federal Communication Commission will even pretend to read the comments of real United States citizens.  I write this more for cultural anthropologists in more enlightened countries, to help them point-point the beginning of the intentional elimination of true American democracy in general, and the free press in specific.

The destruction of the Open Internet through killing Network Neutrality is assumed to be merely corporate greed perfected, delivered to the telecommunication corporations by their loyal and unapologetic lapdog commissioners.  No, the billions of extra profit they will generate by charging their supposed customers more for less and destroying third-party competitors such as Netflix (and being allowed to re-form into a singular, monopolistic telecommunication corporation) is merely payment for implementing the true objective of the Republican party.

The real intent of the destruction of the Internet is to eliminate true access to real news and information by the populace, replaced by government-controlled propaganda, spewed out by the sole remaining telecommunication (and 'entertainment') corporation allied with the GOP to ensure permanent one-party rule, absolutely no different than their beloved counterparts in Putin's Russia.

The thin wedge has already begun, with the zeroing-out of the budget of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.  This will very soon be followed along - justified by them having no money to operate - by stripping all public radio and television stations of their broadcast frequencies.  These will mostly be transferred to the Voice of America, already set to take over by the recent Republican changes to the rules, allowing them to broadcast domestically, and having replaced the bi-partisan oversight board with presidentially appointed apparatchiks.  Why else would these VOA changes have been implemented and buried deep in a massive defense spending bill under the cover of night by cowards?  No other explanation.  None.  Some frequencies will no doubt be reserved for loyalist hate-spreaders such as Rush Limbaugh and Alex Jones, along with Stormfront.

Technically, real news will always be offered by the communication monopoly, but placed in such a massively expensive 'Internet access tier', that no one but the wealthy will be able to afford it.  The vast majority of citizens will be given no news but what the Ministry of Information sees fit to create out of a whole cloth of lies, made impossible to tell from reality by the rapidly-advancing technologies of visual and audio simulation.  We have always been at war with Eastasia.

This will be an unbreakable prison even the Stasi could not have hoped for in their most brutal fantasies.  And, because the GOP has given up on even the pretense of believing in anything but the imposition of Fascism on the American people, there is precious little chance of stopping this dystopian future from occurring (ensured by the end of free and fair elections via rigged voting machines and minority suppression).

I can only hope a small enclave of humans can outlast this despotic regime and bring forth a rebirth of freedom and again a government Of the People, By the People, and For the People, for in the United States, it is now destined to perish in the craven, un-American hands of the Republican Party.  The key to all of their plans begins with the FCC.
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